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Overview

ÅStep 1: Land Preparation: Soil sampling, Varieties, Nutrition, 
Drainage, Cold spots, Erosion!

ÅStep 2: Pre Plant: Pre-plant herbicides, Fumigation, Plastic
ÅStep 3: Transplanting: Bare-root vs. plug plants
ÅStep 4: Post Transplant: First few months
ÅStep 5: Dormancy: Cold Protection during dormancy
ÅSpring: Tissue Sampling
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Land-Preparation- General Considerations

Å Windbreaks in north/northwest of field

Å Can you crop rotate? 

Å Row orientation: Soil drainage first. North-South second.

Å Wildlife (deer, rabbits, turkey, birds, etc.): Fences!
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Step 1: Air-Drainage

Strawberries
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Step 1: Land-Preparation: Soil

Å Soil Content: Sandy Loam/clay-loam!

Å Soil pH: 6.0-6.5
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Step 1: Land-Preparation 
(3 months before transplanting)

ÅDisk the ground
ÅGet your soil tested and 

follow recommendations!

ÅUse lime (Ca CO3) if pH is too 
low

ÅLook at Effective Calcium 
Carbonate Equivalent (ECCE)
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Step 1: Land-Preparation 
(3 months before transplanting)

ÅLow soil pH is the most significant problem at this 
stage in NC.

ÅThis problem cannot be corrected in a timely 
mannerif the crop has already been planted.
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Step 1: Land-Preparation 
(3 months before transplanting)

ÅSampling 
depth: 8 
inches!
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Step2: Pre-Plant 
(3-0 months before transplanting)

ÅOrder transplants and supplies

ÅSubsoiling

ÅBreak up soil clods
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Step2: Pre-Plant 
(3-0 months before transplanting)

ÅAssemble Irrigation System

ÅIrrigate for fumigation

ÅRotovatefor fumigation

ÅPrebed, if you can!

ÅPreplantfertilizer

ÅPreplantfumigations

ÅLay plastic

ÅDrip Tape

ÅSeed ryegrass in aisles 
(EROSION)!



11

Step2: Pre-Plant 
Pre-Plant Fertilizer
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Step2: Pre-Plant 
Pre-Plant Fertilizer

Based on your soil samples
Send soil samples to 
www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/sthome.htm
Broadcast fertilizers

Fertilizer rule of thumb:

Å Half the Nitrogen (ca. 60 lbs/A)
Å All the Phosphorus (ca. 60 lbs/A)
Å All the Potassium (ca. 120 lbs/A)

ÅToo much N will likely produce excess vegetative growth and set 
fewer fruit.

ÅConsider applying sulfur 

Å15-20 lbs/A sulfur

Å1 ς2 lbs/A of Boron!

http://www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/sthome.htm
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Step2: Pre-Plant 
Pre-Plant Fertilizer

Commonly used pre-plant fertilizers:

6-6-18; 6-3-18; 10-5-23: S Source vs. Cl Source of Nitrogen

Phosphate: 
ÅPhosphate-Diammoniumphosphate (DAP, 18-46-0)
ÅTriple superphosphate (0-46-0)

Potassium:
ÅPotash-potassium nitrate (13-0-44)
ÅPotassium Sulfate or Chloride

Nitrogen:
ÅDAP (18-46-0)
ÅAmmonium sulfate (21-0-0)
ÅPotassium Nitrate (13-0-44)
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Planting Space based on:
Variety, Experience and Vigor of 
plant

Å12 Inches = 17,500 plants/A
Å14 Inches = 15,000 plants/A
Å15 Inches = 14,000 plants/A

Step2: Pre-Plant: Plasticulture
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ÅWith 60 Inch center: 8712 linear feet / A
ÅUse a 64-66 Inch plastic roll!!
ÅUse deep bed shaper 
ÅPre-bedding? 

слέ

6-млέ

30-онέ

Step2: Pre-Plant: Plasticulture
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Short-Day Varieties

Å Chandler
Å Camarosa
Å Sweet Charlie
Å Rocco (NC State variety): Short-day. Early season. Potentially a Sweet 

Charlie alternative. 
Å Liz (NC State variety): Short-day. Mid-late season. Potentially a 

Camarosaalternative. 
Å Ruby June (Lassen Canyon variety): Short-day. Mid-season. Potentially a 

Chandler alternative. 
Å Merced (UC variety): Short-day. Mid-season. 
Å Camino Real (UC variety): Short-day. Early-mid season. 

Recommendations:
Å Try a few 100 plants of a new variety
Å Rely on min two different plant sources if possible
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Step2: Pre-Plant Drip Irrigation

Recommended:

1 or 2 drip lines per 
bed, 

1 drip line: center

10-12 Inch emitters

2 drip lines: one per 
side, about 3-2 Inches 
from the center 
(requires a straight, 
bed without clods)

Usually done: One drip 
line in the bed center


